
SHORWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
DRAFT COPY FOR PUBLIC DISPLAY. 

THESE MINUTES WILL BE FORMALLY ADOPTED AT THE NEXT MEETING. 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall at 19.30 Tuesday 1st March 2016 

 

 

Present 
  C. Warne  Chairman 

  P. Hayward  Parish Councillor 

  Mrs W. Hookey Parish Councillor 

  A. Pearse         Parish Councillor 

  G. Butler  Parish Councillor. 

   

  M. Davies   Clerk. 

 

3 members of the public. 

 

PRIOR TO THE MEETING THE COUNCIL MET KAREN SMITH WHO HAD BEEN 

NOMINATED FOR CO-OPTION. 

It was proposed by A. Pearse , seconded by G. Butler and confirmed by all present that Karen 

Smith be co-opted to fill the vacancy. 

      

1. CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS. 

 The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone, including Karen Smith who was 

invited to join the Councillors. 

 

2. APOLOGIES.  R. Seely.   

 

3. COUNCILLORS DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS. 

None declared. 

 

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING. 

The minutes of the 2nd February  meeting were tabled, read and accepted as a true record. 

Proposed : P. Hayward Seconded:  Mrs W. Hookey   

 

5. REPORTS. 

a)  Recreation Ground.. 

A further estimate was received to cut the willow on the Fine Lane entrance which is 

overhanging & interfering with access for the contractors. This was for £250, and the previous 

estimate of £400 has been revised down to £300.The work needs to be done this month, and it 

was agreed to accept the lowest estimate. 

b) Isle of Wight Council.  

Councillor Seely reported on the IWC funding gap of £16.7M. 

All remaining IWC toilets will be passed over to town & parish councils from 1st April. 

Councillor Seely had abstained in the budget vote because he considered that the IWC had not 

given sufficient attention to planning and preparing a business plan to meet the present situation. 



 

c) Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils. 

Mrs W. Hookey provided details of which local councils are in favour of the proposed financial 

support for the Planning Enforcement Officer. 

 

d) Local Policing. 

Two incidents were reported for February. 

Items were taken from a house in Atherfield while the occupant was upstairs, and a laptop and 

drill were taken from an unsecured outbuilding in Shorwell. 

 

e) Clerk’s Report. 

 

1) FYT Bus- The new service commences this week and further fliers have been received 

for local distribution. 

2) Planning Enforcement- the IWC will continue to support this post for a final year. 

3) Plaque for the bridge- the proposed wooden sign cannot be made locally, and other 

quotes will be obtained. It was suggested that IWC are approached to see whether they 

would provide a sign for the Shorwell Shute footpath. 

4) Queen’s Birthday: The proposed Street Party in Brighstone will not now proceed and the 

Brighstone PC have no plans for a beacon. The Chairman will approach the landowner to 

enquire whether he would allow a beacon to be sited. 

5) Public Access Defibrillator: BHF will have further funds available in the new financial 

year, and have noted our interest. Mrs Harrison has offered her services as a First 

Responder. 

6) Amey will not be able to attend the Parish Council, but they have a communication 

meeting planned, and will contact all householders with details of the new arrangements. 

7) The Best Kept Village judging will take place in May & June, and it was suggested that a 

litter pick or tidy up could be undertaken. An estimate has been obtained to clear the area 

around the notice boards, provide a new seat and grass over. The proposed cost was £179, 

and it was proposed by G. Butler, seconded by A. Pearse and agreed by all present that 

this should be accepted. 

8) A letter was received from Shorwell Post Office about the support of the Parish Council 

for the FYT Bus and the recent comments in The Newsletter that the service could 

provide transport to Doctors, Dentists, Shopping, Banks, Library & Sports Centre. 

The Shorwell Post Office does provide banking facilities and will deliver to locals 

without transport, and the Parish Council confirmed that the village was very lucky to 

have such a facility and would actively support local usage. A suitable reply will be 

forwarded. 

  

The remaining correspondence is shown under the various agenda headings. 

 

f) Highways Report. 

 

Potholes in Fine Lane have been repaired, and the worst potholes in Russell Road have been 

marked for action. 

The damaged drain cover on Shorwell Shute has been reported again, and the abandoned tyre 



was removed. 

Resurfacing has been announced for Atherfield Road, Billingham Shute and Mill Lane. 

 

6. Planning. 

The previous application for Northcourt Farm(Permission for continued use of Flat) has been 

approved. 

A new application for Poplyngs Mill(Garden outbuilding) was reviewed and there were no 

objections. 

A new application for Atherfield Bay Holiday Camp has been announced, and although this is in 

Brighstone parish, it will be reviewed and comments made. 

 

 

7. Finance. 

The balance of the account on 29th February was £5352.39 

A VAT reclaim of £42 has been submitted. 

 

Cheques to be approved for payment. 

IWALC annual sub     £118.17   

Clerk's Wages-Feb     £127.54 

18.5 hours @£8.61 

HMRC-Tax Ded     £  31.80 

Laminating/copying signs.    £  12.49 

 

Cheques Issued  

001204 Wight Community Access  £118.17   

001205 M Davies     £127.54  

001206 HMRC     £  31.80 

001207 A Pearse     £  12.49 
        

 

Proposed: G. Butler.  Seconded P.Hayward 

 

 

8. Vacancy for Parish Councillor. 

Karen Smith has been co-opted to fill the vacancy, and the Clerk will arrange for the formalities 

to be completed. 

 

9. Parish Record Book. 

New entry for Rita Jones. 

 

10. Date of Next Meeting. 

The date of the next meeting is 5th April 2016, which will be the Parish Annual Meeting, 

followed by the normal monthly meeting. 

 

 11. Chairman‘s Closing Remarks & Questions. 

The following items were raised: 



The Newsletter is struggling financially and a volunteer was asked to attend a meeting they are 

planning. A. Pearse agreed to attend. 

There was a complaint about a drone overflying the Recreation Ground and gardens in Shorwell. 

It was suggested that this was reported to the PCSO. 

There is a problem with the approach to the footbridge on the Northcourt Farm side, and the 

landowner has asked whether this can be re-sited. This would be difficult and the landowner will 

be asked whether this can be solved by moving back the entrance gate. 

A question was asked about putting an edging of wooden posts around the grass on the Green to 

stop cars driving onto the grass. It was considered that posts might become a trip hazard, or a 

danger in themselves. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending, and there being no further questions, the meeting 

was closed at 8.30 PM 


